The Rhapsody Project & Washington Blues Society Present

“Understanding blues is crucial to understanding
the American experience.”
-Joe Seamons




The roots of most American popular music can be traced back to
the music of enslaved Africans and their descendants.

The musical traditions of the African continent were transported to
American shores on slave ships. Enslaved people made music during
work, play, and worship to ease the hardships of their lives; music
was also used as a form of communication between enslaved people.

As the polyrhythms, scoops, bends, slides, “blue notes,” and other
musical traditions from Africa mixed with the music of European
colonizers and immigrants, what emerged was distinct owing to the
multicultural nature of it. This music was then woven into the fabric
of the American soundtrack.

White supremacy gave tacit approval for white musicians to
incorporate Black American music into their own styles and
repertoires, without properly acknowledging their sources. As
capitalism in America became more prominent, the music industry
controlled whose music was available to whom, resulting in a
significant lack of historical record-keeping for non-white musicians.
This also obscured the true origins of much of American music today.

Learning and teaching about the origins of Black American music will
help illuminate the musical lineage of today’s artists, as well as bring
awareness to musicians and music from history that was absorbed
into the American musical cannon without the acknowledgement of
where that music came from. We understand “blues” as a common
thread of musical expression originating in the experience of Black
Americans and woven throughout the evolution of American music:
from ragtime, stringband dance music, jazz, R&B, country music, rock
‘n roll, and onward throughout funk, hip hop, house music, and
beyond.

We can show respect for Black ancestors by learning about and
understanding the music they made that has so deeply influenced
the music we love today.



https://youtu.be/wNshDU7f_-c
https://youtu.be/4MwQcm4eH18
https://youtu.be/3jaGoEz5GLg

Blues in the Schools

Prograims

Blues in the Schools programming can be appropriately tailored to the
age of the students with creative, cross-discipline curriculum. Subjects
like music, art, English, and social studies are natural fits, but with
some creativity, teachers can develop ways to tie in math, science, and
tech ed. For instance, a simple activity like designing a CD package
enlists art, English, and music disciplines. Should students be
challenged to plan out the touring itinerary for a band, they will utilize
math, geography, and language arts skills in their assignments.

The combinations of programs is unlimited and educators can work
with tradition bearers to construct a relevant lesson plan using blues as

the framework.

Performance Program

Professional musicians, together
with youth songsters will
perform a concert of American
roots music for your school or
class. Included in the
performance will be engaging
stories about the music and
musicians, and historical and
social context for when and how
the music was made.

Residency Program

This program provides the
opportunity to dig deeper with
musicians, educators, and youth
songsters from The Rhapsody
Project. We will bring music into the
classroom, facilitating activities
that will give students a chance to
experience blues music in a
personal way, while learning from
local, multi-generational tradition
bearers.

The residency will conclude with an
invitation to students and their
families to come out and celebrate
the music in a social setting with
food and dancing — the natural
environment of American roots
music!



https://youtu.be/dvNAzAnXSvI
https://youtu.be/5Bo3f_9hLkQ
https://youtu.be/fLTCIqfsefc

The Rhapsody Project

The Rhapsody Project is a community
that explores and celebrates music,
heritage, and culture through an anti-
racist lens. With the Blues In The
Schools program, we are focused on
bringing tradition bearers of all ages
into schools so that youth can gain
knowledge and understanding about
important parts of American history,
culture, and tradition from those who
embody said cultures.

Sample Classroom Activities
Analyzing Sound Recordings

This activity encourages students to think critically about what
they are hearing. Using any of the embedded recordings in this

packet (or examples of your own), listen with your students and
analyze what you hear.

Library of Congress worksheet

National Archives worksheet for younger students or
older students

Comparing Past & Present

Using this worksheet developed by Ballad of America as a starting
point, have students compare and contrast two songs by Black
American musicians. You can use historical songs referenced in
this packet (or examples of your own), and we encourage you to
use this as a chance to explore Black artists you may be less
familiar with for your contemporary examples.

(Suggestions include Yola, Amythyst Kiah, Jake Blount, Keb Mo,
Jerron Paxton, Ben Hunter, Jontavious Willis, Rhiannon Giddens,
Leyla McCalla, Valerie & Ben Tuner, Phil Wiggins, Lady A, Cedric
Watson, Justin Golden, and Briar.)

Additional

Musicmap.info
Excellent visual representation of how music genres are connected;
also includes written descriptions of genres, and playlists.

info@therhapsodyproject.org
360.353.6396
TheRhapsodyProject.org

Ballad Of America
Articles and playlists about America’s musical history; also has
educator content.

This resource was created in
alignment with the priorities
| and values outlined by the
Blues Foundation and the
Washington Blues Society.

The Jazz History Tree
Articles with audio/video examples, chronicling the history of Black
American music.



https://TheRhapsodyProject.org
https://musicmap.info
https://balladofamerica.org/
https://www.jazzhistorytree.com/
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Sound_Recordings.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/sound_recording_analysis_worksheet_novice.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/sound_recording_analysis_worksheet.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/sound_recording_analysis_worksheet.pdf
https://balladofamerica.org/downloads/Comparing%20Past%20and%20Present.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usDb7VDRzeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMx7bXA4_H4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cy0q14KBCk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0UjzjPMSp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7v8bbThyG-U
https://youtu.be/fMOUTu-ex9E?t=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QMVId6jeQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYuqnUs9gP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcjQdPcbS3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99tOCY1eto8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOQQGhPDHuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKUDfFJjezg&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZe0kTv4iH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZe0kTv4iH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuAxhgDDaW4
https://youtu.be/mX1WSN-cnJc?t=73
https://blues.org/blues-in-the-schools/
https://blues.org/blues-in-the-schools/

